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- Thomas Stone, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the fo!lowing meflage :

By the § ENAT E, December 14, 1778.

Gentlemen,

IT gives us concern to find ourfelves seduced to the neceflity of going into a train of melflaging
at this late hour in the fefion, whereby it may be prolonged, to the inconvenience of many and
at a conliderable expence to the public.  We are forry to find you fo much alarmed at the dread-
ful cffects, which you fuppofe may arife, from not allowing the members of affembly forty fhil-
lings per day : We really did not forefee, nor can we yet conceive it to be a matter of fuch mo-
mentous coulequence, and pregnant with fuch dire neceflity.  Our form of government does not,
we hope, altvgether depend on granting to ourfeives a further diurnal fum of fifteen fhillings,
and we arc well fatisfied that (as now) fo we fhall in future have a fufficient number of upright,
capable and independent perfons, to undertake the power of legiflation. We therefore do not
conceive that our conduct in refuling to encreafe the allowance of the members of aflambly, can
juftify your comments refpecting it, or warrant a fuppofition of thofe confequences, you are
pleafed to intimate. We coincide with you in opinion, that in a moral view, poverry thould
mot exclude honefly from truft or confequence ; though we cannot help remarking, that for po-
litical confiderations, the indep-ndence of legiflators has ever been efteemed by the moft approved
wiiiers on government, and was deemed by the framers of ours, as the beft fecurity for their in-

tegrity, and of courfe the moft probable means of guarding againft that partiality and opprefiion,
the effects of which you feem fo much to apprehend. Our form of government, which juftly
merits, and has received your approbation, has adopted this idea, and exprefsly excludes from
the legiflature, perfons not having real or perfonal property, above the value of five hundred
pounds current money. As you think affiftance may be proper, we are willing to provide relief
in neceflary cafes. If, therefore, on account of the indigent circumftances of fome individuals,
who from their exalted abilities, and fuperior virtue, may be thought worthy of public confidence,
an addition may be hereafier neceflary to their pay, they fhould be difcriminated from thofe,
who are not in want of fuch relief, and the intended additien fhould be proportionate to the dif-
ferent degrees of the neceflity of thofe claiming it. The man of competent fortune is more com-
tortably fituated, than he who is almoft -deftitute of property, and therefore, on the principles
premifcd by your houfe, not juftifiable in claiming the fame augmentation. Thefe in afluent
circumftances, it feems, neither defire, or ought to lay fuch additional burthens on the public.
Let not the provifion, then, be more extenfive, than the reafons affigned for making it: where
the caufe ceafes it annihilates the effet. ‘ . )

If you are defirous of adopting fome plan, by which particular perfons, honoured with a feat
in either houfe, may have their allowance encreafed, on making it appear that they are incapable
from indigence to ferve on the prefent-terms, we fhall have no objeftion to the meafure, This
will aniwer every purpofe of humanity and-juftice, obviate the eccentric notion of an.impending
ariftocracy, provide for the relief of thofe, who may appear to require it, and prevent an unwar-
rantable expenditure of the public monies refulting from a general encreafe of the prefent allow-
ance. This may be done at fome future period, as we are fatisfied that the fuppofed cafes cannot
apply to any part of the prefent aflembly. : :

When we confider the heavy taxes that the people muft for fome time labour under to termi-
nate the prefent juft and neceflary war, we think it our indifpenfable duty, not unneceflarily to
encreafe their burthens. After having augmented the falaries of civil officers, we are inclined to
think, that were we to accede to ydur propofitions for enlarging the pay of thofe who compofe
the aflembly, it may be infinuated, that the additions of the former, were meant as a ground,
whereon to juftify a claim to the latter. The privileges and exemptions of the feveral members
of the legiflature, may, perhaps, be thought of fome confequence with relpe& to their private
affairs, and not an inadequate compenfation for a fuppofed deficiency. * A further. attachment to
their emoluments and convenience may create difagrecable fyrmifes and difgufts, which, we
thipk, it will not be improper to avoid. ' e

We entertain a due fenfe of your polite affurance, that you cannot impute our rejeQion of the
refolve to any unworthy motive., Permit us to affure you in return, that our opinion of your
public fpirit and virtue will not fuffer us to impute your perfevering in this refolve to any view or
expetation of private intereft, and that we are willing to believe, the apprehenfions you enter-
tain of the dreadful effeéts flowing from an ariftocratical government, are' the principal induce«
ments which ftimulate you to requeft our concurrence. . v
" In full confidence that a little refle@ion will remove your inquietudes and anxiety on this fub-
je&t, and as we cannot conceive thé propriety of agreeing to your refolve, atid thus rapidly raifing
t.om time to time our refpe&ive allowances, and confideting alfo the delicacy, which oughtto be ob-
ferved by men, who hive a power of fettling their own rewards, we have again ‘rejeCted it. If
in this inftance we a& contrary to the fenfe of your conftituents, we fhall hereafter be willing to
recede froim our opinion, on your receiving inftrutions from them, matifefting a-defire-to’ grakrllt
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